
 
November 12, 2019 

 
Principal’s Update 
 
Mena shared an informational page about a February Vacation Camp that would host 
12 students from across the district.  It is planned to pilot at the Cunniff.  Rashmi 
Pimprikar will lead the camp.  She ran it in Boston last year and it was very popular. 
More details to follow.  Mena recapped STEAM week activities that all grades (Pre-K to 
5) participated in the library last month.  The district will be purchasing supplies for the 
three elementary schools and the technology/media department.  Mena and Lidia are 
requesting supplemental robotic materials (approximately $1,000-$1,500).  For 
example, a set of six “Bee Bots” costs $600.  Jackie inquired about when the robotic 
materials would be needed.  Lidia said she could start utilizing them right away.  We will 
discuss our investment plan and get back to Mena.   
 
Mena also asked for five containers (barrels) with lids and wheels to be used for 
donated books (one for each entrance).  This way books can be screened before being 
added to the Free Little Libraries.   
 
Guest Speaker: Lidia Dileso 
 
Ms. Dileso explained the activities from STEAM Week that were held in the library.  The 
students needed to follow the design program related to coding.  Everything was picture 
based for students and they were able to have their robots complete basic commands.  
The school currently has 8 kits.  Upper grades built a cooling fan robot with LEGOS and 
younger grade levels worked on programming a “Bee Bot” to move along a mat.  There 
are many curriculum connections that can be used across all grade levels.   
 
Upcoming Events 
 

• Cunniff Gardens Fall Cleanup: November 16 from 2-4pm run by Cathy Miner 
• Police Escort Raffle: November 18-22 (a winner will be selected on November 

25) 
• Town-wide Trivia Night: November 22 held at the Hellenic Center (the PTO 

sponsored a teacher table) 
• Scholastic Book Fair: December 4-6 chaired by Jen Nicholson 
• Picture Retake Day: December 13 

 
New Business 
 

• Family Fun Night – checking with Carm to see if she wants to head this up again 
• International Night – TBD who will be running the event  

 



Fundraisers 
 
Meadow Farms – awaiting a check for online purchases  
 
5th Grade 
 
Cake Walk at the Halloween Party and Bake Sale on Election Day raised $364 and 
$704, exceeding expectations, plus $54 from an orthodontist office who paid $2/pound 
for turning in candy (the candy is then donated).  5th grade also wants to consider 
having a dinner night fundraiser where students serve the families.  
 
Event Recap 
 
Fun Run – over $20,000 in total profit 
 
Halloween Party – raised $1,200 in profit after expenses (next year, we will forgo games 
in the gym for a “Monster Mash” dance room).  The tattoo artist went well and we plan 
to book them again next year. 
 
Picture Day went well despite it being scheduled for the day after Halloween! J  
 
Other Business 
 
Little Yellow School Bus Grant for $250 submitted by Natasha Brown will be used for 
the grade 2 field trip bus to the MFA.  Natasha has also agreed to be the Grant Liaison 
for teachers. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
We touched upon much of the financial information throughout the meeting.  An 
additional important note is that we saved so much money on using the spray tattoo 
family (versus the face painting last year) that total expenses for the Halloween Party 
totaled only about $500. 
 
Next Meeting: December 3 


